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Allentown, PA - Thursday December 19, 2013

-

RING/BREAK Art | found myself venturing over to The Cigar Factory, an old....cigar factory, converted
Show Is Your into artist studio spaces. This was to be their fourth and final installment of 3rd
Eleme'f‘tary _S°h°°l Thursday, an art event where FUSE joins up with the space to showcase their

On Psilocybin collective in what they call, NOW.

The event began at 5pm, which is a bit different than most. Starting at rush hour is
very difficult in this urban area. And | found myself stuck in traffic till 6pm. Finally
arriving, | still was early and things were running behind schedule. The 1st thing |

Belly Full Of

Artifacts: encountered was a blank canvas, stretched across a wall, for people to come over
Performance Art At and leave their expressive mark.

The (UN)Fair

Sunday Since the event was just getting going, | went over and made a textural mess for

others to come over and build upon. Just like objects in space, the more mass you

I built up my area, | did notice others begin to come over and work on their own
things, right around where | laid down a foundation.

THE (UN)FARR is

Back, Bigger, & Although, at first, | feeling like bei i ition to h k
More Popular Than though, at first, | was not feeling like being put into a position to have to make

Ever - Opening something at an exhibit of others works, | was glad | did. And it made for an easy
(Photos) segue to create a dialogue between others attending.

Moving on, | headed down the corridors, beginning with pieces which embraced the
“Classic” 80's Graffiti Movements. There were works inspired by SAMO, a.k.a

Basquiat, The Big Bubble Letters of Philly’s early scene and Characters, reminiscent

of the old subways in NYC.
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buildup, the more gravity you create, bringing other objects over towards you. And as

—
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Through the retro filled
hallways, | entered into the
studio spaces. Each space was
given to an artist, and setup
however they wished to
showcase themselves.One room
was setup not only with their
pieces, but also had works
being created in the moment
and even had a musical

performance, mixing the whole thing into a play on each other.

Another room took all the industrial pipes and ducts, and had them coming out into
the room, from all different angles. And even one duct went outside of the building.

Further down the rabbit hole, | came to a dark room, where | was handed a candle to
light. I entered in and found small mold impressions of different faces, which when lit
by the flickering candle, gave the faces a life of their own.

After roaming from space to space, | headed to the front, where the collaborative
mural piece was now in full swing. My mass build up had now 5 people hovering
around, adding to the globular cluster | began earlier. Making my way through, | went

over and got some snacks and drinks, of course!

Now, that | had gone and taking in everything, it was time for me to make this evening

into a whole other experience. | had gone and spent over 2 hours talking with the

artists and really looking into what was created. But, when | go out, | like going beyond
the surface and getting into the belly of the beast.

I began by getting goofy and throwing out ridiculous
and even inappropriate conversational starters,
which anyone who knows me...knows all too well of
where my brain can go. In most “normal” gathering
situations, this could be a really bad idea and just
cause people to move away from you as fast as
possible. But, not when you are out amongst creative
types. It tends to open the gates for others to run
with their own sick ideas and it begins to domino and
make the whole night less pretentious.

As the conversations
got weirder and
weirder, | found
myself with a group
of local musicians
from the
neighborhood, who
brought me around
the not so
accessible parts of
the building.
Through the
stairways, we went
up, then down into
the basement, where

we came to an apartment setup. Down there was some people hanging out, working
on editing a music video they just shot. | never figured out who was staying there or
who knew who from who | was with. But, none of that mattered and I just rolled with
everything. After 20 minutes, | felt compelled to return to the event.
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Returning back, people were all over the place, giving way to the holiday spirits. And
after sharing in the festivities for another hour, | was ready to call it an evening.

Written by Randy Melick

You can find more info about
The Cigar Factory & FUSE Art Infrastructure.

Installations by:

Janet Barna | Tom Evans | Eva Di Orio | Edward
Galgano | Kailey Goodnuff | Elizabeth Johnson |
Kleppert | Carol Moeller | John Mortensen |
3RD THURSDAYS Michelle Neifert | Barnaby Ruhe | Matthew Shelley
| John Spano | Esmeralda Vazquez | Luke Wynne
Artists in residence:

Nicholas J. Bintner | Steven Condra | Marta
Kepka | Victoria Snyder

Collaborative staging by:

Gregory Coates and Kim Christman

NAT INSTALLATIONS

die
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Expressions Studio: Ana Hamilton, Femi
Johnson and Andi Grunberg

< Previous Article Next Article >
Haddon Sundblom, The Father of Modern Father Artist’s Colorful Sculptural Painting Layers Echo
Christmas Earth’s Geologic Strata

Randy Melick About the Author

Randy Melick is both a visual artist and musician in The Tri-State Area. His works have been

shown with many well recognized artists and has maintained a creative presence since the mid

90's. He has been a resident artist @ Gallery 58 in Jersey City, as well as The Rope Factory in

Easton, Pa. When not working on his own art, he has been found in several sculptor studios,

working and collaborating with other artists. Musically, Randy has been creating original music
and working with well known musicians since the 90's, as well. He is currently the guitarist with Roi and The
Secret People, playing shows throughout the Metro Areas.
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Back To Art School: Cojo Gets Some
Adult D.LY. Underground Education
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Cojo — Natalie, you might want to check out
a Wednesday Drink n' Draw, there are
several: Battle Of The NYC Drink N’ ...
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Jeffrey Shain — that's a nice democrat blue
he used...
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Cojo — Email me
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aka Jef Campion is Dead

comn S * 2 mor ago
Fred Campion — | am mourning the loss of
my brother Jeff and was directed to this site

to view the video interview. As | ...
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