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In light of New York City’s announcement 
that it is halting its program of sending home-
less people to Newark, N.J., Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano demanded this week that NYC also 

stop sending homeless individuals to Yonkers.
Spano said he is seeking all records of pay-

Spano to de Blasio: Stop 
Sending Homeless to Yonkers 
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Cities like Newark, N.J., and Yonkers are pushing back on NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to 
relocate homeless populations to their cities.

Spreading the Miracle of the 
Light Builds Community, Faith

PAL Celebrates Christmas With
People with Special Needs

Colby Frias is Yonkers 
Rising�s Player of the Year

Santa Sightings in Yonkers

By Robert Kalfus
In a world often beset by darkness, Chabad 

reaches out to each precious soul to help them 
ignite their spark and make them feel the warmth 
of Judaism. The holiday of Chanukah is espe-

cially well suited to accomplish spreading the 
light and joy of the miracle. Numerous upcom-
ing Chanukah events welcome the public to in-
crease and spread the light of Chanukah to all 

For the 31st year, the Yonkers Police Athlet-
ic League welcomed children with special needs 
and adults to the PAL Walshin Center for its an-
nual Christmas party. Every year, more than 100 
friends and families gather for a day of holiday 
fun, and this year was no different.

During the Dec. 8 event, food was provided 
by Rory Dolan’s and music was provided by DJ 
Mikey Sal, who got everyone in the spirt with 
songs for the season. Santa made a special ap-

pearance – as always – to wish everyone a merry 
Christmas and give everyone a gift, courtesy of 
the PAL.

Santa heard many requests for gifts, includ-
ing a video game and other electronics. Several 
of the requests touched Santa’s heart: One adult 
with special needs asked for peace on Earth, 
and another asked for her family to be safe this 
holiday season. Several others asked for nothing 
more than to be at the party.

By Phil Foley
On Dec. 4 at Gorton High  School in front 

of the student body, Colby Frias was awarded 
the Yonkers Rising Player of the Year Award. 
Colby, a three-year starting quarterback for the 
Force, is being recruited by many schools, in-
cluding SUNY-Cortland.

Colby has been voted All-Section, All-
League, All-Conference and League AA South 
Most Valuable Player. In addition to playing 
quarterback, Colby also played as a good de-
fensive back. He was invited and played in the 
exceptional senior game for Section 1.

By Dan Murphy
This is Santa Claus’ busy season, and he 

is ready for the challenge in Yonkers. Recent 
sightings include the jolly one at the annual 
McLean Avenue Merchants Association tree 
lighting at Conor Park. Yonkers Junior Idol 
Amanda Gentile and fellow singer Cathleen 
McLaughlin, a sixth-grader at St. John the Bap-
tist School, got everyone in the holiday spirit, 
while dancers from the Golding Academy of 

Movement and Dance in Scarsdale entertained 
the crowd.

The Untermyer Performing Arts Council 
held its annual tree lighting and Caroling for a 
Cause event last week, with performances from 
the 2019 Yonkers Idols, as well as the Letter-
man Quartet, and Council Majority Leader 
Michael Sabatino lighting the tree. As always, 
UPAC , and Santa, used the event to collect toys 

Photo (c) Robert Kalfus. Navaeh Diaz, 6, daughter of Yonkers Councilwoman-elect Tasha 
Diaz, shows off her menorah.

Tom Nolan, second from right, attends his 14th PAL Christmas Party with, from left, his 
mother, Santa Claus (Dave Vilar), and his aunt.

Yonkers Force football star Colby Frias accepts the Yonkers Rising Award with Coach Dan 
DeMatteo and Gorton High School Assistant Principal Mr. Morales.

Photo by Donna Davis. Santa at the UPAC tree lighting, with Girl Scouts from Troop 1727.

Gingerbread house replicas made by La Pinata Bakery include Saint John’s Church, City Hall 
and Philipse Manor Hall. 
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The Yonkers Downtown Business Im-
provement District has partnered with Philipse 
Manor Hall and La Pinata Bakery for the an-
nual Gingerbread Spectacular, taking place this 
Saturday, Dec. 14 from 2 to 4 p.m. The Ginger-
bread Spectacular is a family-friendly event in 
which kids can create gingerbread houses with 
their families for free.  

The main attraction this year will be the 
professionally made gingerbread house repli-
cas made by La Pinata Bakery, of Saint John’s 
Church, City Hall and Philipse Manor Hall. 

These are currently on display at Philipse Manor 
Hall and will continue to be displayed through 
the end of the month for anyone to visit and see.

There will be plenty of kids activities, 
face painting, hot chocolate and live music at 
the event. Local businesses will be submitting 
their own gingerbread house creations, and it’s 
up to you to vote for the winner. All activities 
for the day are free, but supplies are limited and 
restricted to one house per family. 

This event is sponsored by La Pinata Bak-
ery.

Gingerbread Spectacular �is 
Saturday at Philipse Manor Hall 




















