


Another Riverdale artist whose work embodies the spirit of nature is Shelley Haven, a former professor at Cooper Union and the 
School of Visual Arts. During Covid, she became obsessed with going on walks in the woods, her garden, or Wave Hill and 
coming home to make sculptures out of pinecones, magnolia seeds and leaves.

“I feel like artists are working with the notion of time, no matter what they’re doing,” Haven said. “Because making art is a pro-
cess and it’s about time and how things change and transform from time.”

Betty Eastland, another Riverdale resident, draws from her family’s history and culture when creating clothes, fibers and veils. 
One side of her family came from the mountains of Syria while another came from Ireland. Through her art, Eastland said she has 
tried to capture history that has been lost and maintain her family’s culture.

Her veils have been hand dyed with materials she finds or eats from, such as avocados or black sunflower seeds in her yard. She 
has also used wild pink berries she’s found in Van Cortlandt Park and turmeric plants, which created a rusty orange color.

“When I’m touching these materials, I feel the lineage of these cultures,” Eastland said.

“I feel the lineage of people moving through the mountains with herds of sheep and goats. I feel the lineage of my grandmother 
being the first female line boss at Maaloula. I feel the energy of my great grandfather squeezing the cheese through the cheese-
cloth, catching (it) to use it for other things. All of these materials were touched by people’s hands.”

Adam Shultz, co-president of Yonkers Art, said it is a city organization but YoHo is considered the home base. For the first time, 
YoHo produced Yonkers Art Weekend across the entire city. It is the 10th annual event.

“We’ve got over 50 artists who will be featured (at YoHo), and a lot of them are longtime participants. There’s a lot of new 
people,” Shultz said. “And we’ve always had great attendance.”

The director of the new art gym and curator of the space is Barry Kostrinsky, a painter, ceramicist and arts writer who said there is 
no doubt who is king in Yoho.

“It’s not the art world, it’s the artist world,” Kostrinsky said. “The artist is at the top. They make art and then dealers, distributors, 
paint makers, writers, everyone else services the art. Who makes it? The artist.”

Riverdale artists represented at
 Yonkers studio event
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